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MAINE CHAPTER NEWS
The Maine Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 
and the Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife:
PARTNERS i n  
CONSERVATION
Island sanctuaries for nesting seabirds; a wetlands rest 
stop for migrating waterfowl; an atlas of reptiles and am­
phibians — these are just a few of the projects recently made 
possible by The Nature Conservancy in cooperation with 
the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife(IF& W).
In many ways, the department is a natural partner 
for the Maine Chapter. As the state agency charged 
with the protection and wise management of Maine’s 
wildlife resources, its interests and responsibilities often 
coincide with those of the Maine Chapter. In particular, the 
establishment of the department’s new Endangered and 
Nongame Wildlife Program has meant increased opportu­
nities for the chapter to work on a cooperative basis in iden­
tifying, acquiring, and taking care of important habitat for 
Maine’s rarest and most endangered species.
Recently, the Conservancy and IF&W teamed up on several 
important projects to identify and protect natural areas;
Protecting M aine’s w ildlife habitats
Traditionally, The Nature Conservancy has been happy to assist both 
state and federal agencies in acquiring land they have targeted for conserva­
tion. This normally means that TNC purchases targeted parcels as they 
come on the market then resells them to the appropriate agency once 
government funding is available.
As a private, nonprofit organization, the Conservancy has the ability to 
move quickly to save a threatened habitat, and the flexibility to design 
creative purchase agreements (such as those involving trade lands). This 
capability often means a site can be protected at significant savings, which
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New trustees sought
The Nominating Committee of the 
Board of Trustees is seeking suggestions 
identifying people who would be inter­
ested in serving on the Chapter Board. 
T rustees are responsible for overall 
management of the Maine Chapter, and 
help oversee Chapter finances, acquisi­
tions, stewardship, publicity, and fund 
raising. Representatives from throughout 
the state and with a variety of scientific, 
academic, professional or business inter­
ests are desired.
Any member wishing to nominate a 
potential trustee should write to Mr. C. 
Edwin Meadows, Nominating Committee 
Chairman, The Nature Conservancy, 20 
Federal Street, Brunswick, Maine 04011. 
All suggestions m u st be received by 
March 20 to be considered.
-------------- A thank you letter from the chairman----------------
Islands of Life campaign completed
Less than l xh years after launching the Islands of Life 
campaign, Maine Chapter members have raised the $670,000 
needed to acquire and permanently protect eight outstanding 
natural areas. Year-end gifts pushed the campaign just over its 
impressive and inspiring goal.
Challenged by several anonymous donors who pledged to 
match all contributions dollar-for-dollar, Chapter members 
responded by donating their time and money with extra­
ordinary generosity. Reaching this ambitious goal is a testa­
ment to the deep commitment of The Nature Conservancy 
members to the preservation of Maine’s natural heritage.
Large capital campaigns such as Islands of Life — and the 
ongoing Great Duck Island effort — are clearly the most visible 
evidence of the Conservancy’s accomplishments. But these 
campaigns are sometimes years in the making, as volunteers 
and staff work quietly to identify and negotiate for Maine’s best 
lands.
Thus, the real credit for saving these eight Islands of Life 
belongs to all Maine Chapter members, without whose support 
for the Chapter’s day-to-day operations the campaign would 
never have been launched.
I congratulate and thank each and every member on his or her 
commitment to preserving the best of Maine’s wild lands.
—
( / G. Robert Butler
Memorial gifts
Gifts in memory of the following indi­
viduals have been received by the Maine 
Chapter:
Betty W. Davis 
Esther Ewing 
Paul Favour 
Norton H. Lamb, Sr.
Blanche Simoneau 
David Stocking 
Richard Saltonstall, Jr.
We appreciate this memorial support 
and extend our sympathies to their 
families and friends.
New corporate members
We are pleased to have received support 
from the following companies and wel­
come them as corporate members of the 
Maine Chapter:
Wood Structures, Inc.
Seven Islands Land Company
Life members
Any gift of $1,000 or more to the Maine 
Chapter Land Preservation Fund pro­
vides a life membership for the donor and 
spouse in the Maine Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy. All such gifts provide a
long-term source of support to help save 
land here in Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as new life 
members:
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Arter 
Sidney and Hazel Bahrt 
Mr. Peter P. Blanchard, III 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Suminsby
Donors of land are also granted life 
membership in the Maine Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy. We are also pleased 
to welcome the following new life members:
Miss Kathryn Briggs 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Earl 
David Hauk and Patti Fry 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Pelletier
We apologize fo r  the lateness of this 
issue. Please note deadline dates fo r  
trustee nom inations (page two) and  
internship applications (page seven).
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P u b l i s h e d  s i x  t i m e s  y e a r l y  b y  t h e  M a i n e  
C h a p t e r  o f  T h e  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y ,  2 0  F e d e r ­
a l  S t r e e t ,  B r u n s w i c k ,  M a i n e  0 4 0 1 1 , ( 2 0 7 ) 7 2 9 -  
5 1 8 1 .  C o m m e n t s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  a r t i c l e s  
a r e  w e l c o m e .
S u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  a r e  a v a i l ­
a b l e  t o  m e m b e r s .  M e m b e r s h i p  d u e s  a r e  a s  
f o l l o w s :  L i f e ,  $ 1 , 0 0 0  ( o n e - t i m e ) ;  A c o r n ,  $ 1 0 0 ;  
S u p p o r t i n g ,  $ 5 0 ;  C o n t r i b u t i n g ,  $ 2 5 ;  F a m i l y ,  
$ 1 5 ;  S u b s c r i b i n g ,  $ 1 0 .
Board of T rustees 
Officers: C h a i r p e r s o n :  G .  R o b e r t  B u t l e r ,  
K e n n e b u n k ;  V i c e - C h a i r p e r s o n s :  P h i l i p  W .  
C o n k l i n g ,  R o c k p o r t ,  a n d  E l l e n  W e l l s ,  F a l ­
m o u t h ;  T r e a s u r e r :  W i l l i a m  B .  ( T o n y )  O w e n s ,  
M . D . ,  C a p e  E l i z a b e t h ;  S e c r e t a r y :  E d w a r d  T .  
R i c h a r d s o n ,  J r . ,  S o u t h  P o r t l a n d .
Trustees: P e t e r  C o r c o r a n ,  B a r  H a r b o r ;  M a l ­
c o l m  C o u l t e r ,  E a s t  H o l d e n ;  S h e r r y  H u b e r ,  
F a l m o u t h ;  A l a n  H u t c h i n s o n ,  O r o n o ;  H o w a r d  
J o h n s o n ,  S o u t h  F r e e p o r t ;  M .  T h o m a s  J u e n e ­
m a n n ,  F r e e p o r t ;  A . B o d i n e  L a m o n t ,  F a l m o u t h ;  
C .  E d w i n  M e a d o w s ,  W i n t e r p o r t ;  C h a r l e s  
M i c o l e a u ,  P o r t l a n d ;  T .  R i c a r d o  Q u e s a d a ,  
S o u t h  F r e e p o r t ;  S a l l y  C .  R o o n e y ,  H o u l t o n ;  
J a m e s  A . S t .  P i e r r e ,  W i n t h r o p ;  R o b e r t  S t e w ­
a r t ,  C u m b e r l a n d  F o r e s i d e ;  C a r o l  A .  W i s h ­
c a m p e r ,  F r e e p o r t .
Staff
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  J o h n  W .  J e n s e n  
S t e w a r d s h i p  D i r e c t o r ,  B a r b a r a  S .  V i c k e r y  
D i r e c t o r  o f  L a n d  P r o t e c t i o n ,  K e n t  W .  
W o m m a c k
H e r i t a g e  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r ,  J o h n  J .  A l b r i g h t  
E d i t o r  a n d  P r o d u c t i o n ,  R u t h  A n n  H i l l  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t ,  D e b o r a h  C l a r k  
S e c r e t a r y ,  J e a n n e  M .  D e s j a r d i n s  
C l e r k - T y p i s t ,  B a r b a r a  P .  C l a r k  
S e c r e t a r y ,  L i n d a  T e m p l e
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in the news
1 9 8 4 :  a b a n n e r  y e a r
The Chapter closed out 1984 with a 
flurry of activity; a fitting end to our most 
active and successful year of land pro­
tection to date. A total of 18 projects 
ranging from Kennebunk to the St. John 
River brought hundreds of additional 
acres under the Conservancy’s auspices.
1984 saw the completion of the Islands 
of Life campaign and the start of the Great 
Duck Island effort — prime examples of 
Chapter members’ dedicated concern for 
land conservation in Maine. The Heritage 
Program was launched early in the year 
and by year-end was producing vital infor­
mation on the state’s rare and endangered 
species. The year also heralded the publi­
cation of Maine Forever, the Chapter’s 
first guide to its preserves.
These highlights and many other sig­
nificant events will be featured in the 
annual report section of the April issue.
M a in e  F o rever
“A Maine Book You Should Own”
Ellsworth American 
“Everything about this book is superb...” 
Maine Sunday Telegram
The preserve directory, Maine Forever, 
has proven to be quite popular. It has re­
ceived many favorable (some glowing) 
reviews. Bookland recently featured it as 
a weekly special. Over 2,500 copies have 
been sold and orders continue to bury 
Linda Temple’s desk.
If you didn’t find your copy under the 
Christmas tree, you can order it directly 
from the Chapter office for$12.45 ($11.50 
for orders of two or more). This price 
covers all taxes, postage and handling.
N e w  tr a d e  la n d  g ift
Chapter member Kathryn Briggs re­
cently donated a 70-acre woodlot in Ola- 
mon (approximately 15 miles north of Ban­
gor) to the Conservancy as a potential 
trade land.
The property, a former homestead and 
tree farm, is covered throughout with 
mixed, second-growth forest. Since the 
land was no longer of use to Miss Briggs, 
she offered it to the Chapter “in the hopes 
that this may add to the coffers” of land 
protection efforts in Maine.
An indepth ecological study of the prop­
erty will be conducted this spring to deter­
mine if any significant features exist on 
the land. If not, the property will be mar­
keted and proceeds from the sale will be 
used to protect another, more fragile nat­
ural area.
We are most grateful for this significant 
gift, and we are pleased to welcome Miss 
Briggs as an honorary life member in 
recognition of this support.
W h e n  y o u  g iv e th , 
th e  ta x m a n  sh a ll n ot 
ta k e th  a w a y  
(a s  m u ch )
For those who do not itemize
The IRS is increasing the amount of 
charitable contribution deductions it 
allows to people who do not itemize.
In other words:
• for 1984, you can take a de­
duction for 25 percent of your gifts, 
not to exceed a maximum deduction 
of $75;
• in 1985, you will be able to 
deduct half of all gifts, with no limit 
on the amount of eligible contribu­
tions;
• in 1986, you will be able to 
deduct all of your gifts, with no limit 
on the amount of eligible contribu­
tions.
So, even if your taxing paperwork is a 
1040 short form, don’t forget to take your 
deductions. And it might be possible to 
give a little more, thanks to some help 
from the IRS.
Volunteer expenses 
Expenses (mileage, film, postage, tele­
phone, etc.) incurred by volunteers are 
deductible as charitable contributions. 
Volunteer time and labor is not, unfortun­
ately. Remember to keep careful records 
and add these costs to your annual gifts. 
But see your accountant...
These hints are just general reminders. 
For specific advice regarding your own 
taxes, please consult a tax expert.
C h a p ter  fe a tu r e d  on  
p u b lic  te le v is io n
“Maine Magazine,” a WCBB public tele­
vision show, will soon feature a half-hour 
special on the Maine Chapter. Bob Butler, 
Barbara Vickery and Kent Wommack will 
discuss the Conservancy’s land acquisi­
tion and stewardship programs as well as 
the C hap ter’s new preserve guide, 
Maine Forever. So stay tuned — the 
program is scheduled to air on Channel 
10, Thursday, March 21 at 9:30 p.m.
H e lp  w a n ted !
The Maine Chapter is soliciting volun­
teer assistance in the following tasks. If 
any of these match your interests and 
skills, please contact the Chapter office.
Secretary /T ypist. The Natural Her­
itage Program needs an able person with a 
flexible schedule to assist for four to eight 
hours per week in typing, handling corres­
pondence, organizing, and maintaining 
the Heritage data base. Good typing skills 
and laughter required. Brunswick office 
— contact John Albright.
B uild ing co n trac to r. Challenging 
opportunity for experienced carpenter to 
supervise construction of a two-room 
caretaker cabin on Damariscove Island in 
May. Volunteer labor, building materials, 
and boat transportation provided. Con­
tact Barbara Vickery.
See related story on page seven.
L ib ra r ia n /p h o to  a rc h iv is t . Or­
ganize and maintain Chapter office refer­
ences, news clippings and photographs. 
Update catalog of Preserve Research Re­
ports. Four to eight hours per week, 
flexible schedule, from March 1 to June 1, 
Brunswick office — contact Barbara 
Vickery.
W riter/ed ito r. Write one-page sum­
mary descriptions of new preserves for 
public information. Revise/edit existing 
summary sheets. Good editing and word 
processing skills required. Hours flexible, 
Brunswick office — contact Barbara 
Vickery.
Photographers. We need people who 
would like to take black and white photo­
graphs of preserves and other subjects in 
their areas. Arrangements can be made 
for processing if you don’t do your own 
darkroom work. Your greatest photo­
graphs are wanted (and you’ll enjoy a 
moment of fame when we use them). Con­
tact Ruth Ann Hill.
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John Albright, Heritage Program Director, and Lucinda Thompson, consulting aquatic 
botanist, inspect aquatic plants during an ecological survey of Hurd’s Pond.
Partners
from page one
can be passed on to the managing agency.
The department has always been in­
terested and active in land protection. 
Over the years, it has acquired many out­
standing wildlife and game management 
areas throughout the state. Like the Con­
servancy, IF&W just does not have enough 
funds to purchase all the prime lands 
threatened by development, but coopera­
tive efforts help stretch scarce resources. 
Great Duck Island
Great Duck Island is an excellent exam­
ple of the kind of innovative approach pos­
sible when the Conservancy works with 
another agency. For many years the 
island was IF&W’s top acquisition pri­
ority for wildlife habitat preservation. 
But the price was high and negotiations 
difficult, and the department was unable 
to secure ownership.
Once TNC was able to negotiate a pur­
chase of Great Duck (at a reduced price), 
IF&W offered to help pay for the island by 
purchasing a 10 percent undivided in­
terest in the property for $35,000. The 
funds are coming from a previous bond 
issue for land acquisition which has not 
been entirely appropriated. A manage­
ment lease on their ownership will be 
given back to the Maine Chapter, allowing 
the island to be managed as a unit by the 
Conservancy.
The department, through its new Non­
game Program, has expertise useful in the 
management of the island’s 32,000 Leach’s 
storm petrels and other nesting pelagic 
birds. Therefore, an IF&W staff member 
will serve on the preserve stewardship 
committee and assist in the important de­
cisions concerning the island’s future.
Also, should the Coast Guard ever de­
cide to abandon the light station on Great 
Duck, IF&W has agreed to make its best 
effort to acquire the property. Since the 
state can frequently obtain such properties 
at no cost, this may save the Conservancy 
a great deal in acquisition costs and avoid 
future management problems.
This joint effort gives each organization 
the satisfaction of reaching an important, 
mutual goal: the permanent protection of 
Great Duck Island.
H urd’s Pond
Last summer Bill and David Hauk pur­
chased an old farmhouse and extensive 
acreage near Belfast. The property includ­
ed 85-acre Hurd’s Pond and 100 acres of 
freshwater, non-acidic marsh. This type 
of marsh is characterized by a wide vari­
ety of wetland plants not usually found in 
such concentration. IFW considers Hurd’s 
Pond to be a pristine example of this 
wetland type, which is uncommon in Maine.
The pond is a major stop for waterfowl 
migrating along the Atlantic Flyway. As
Bill Hauk puts it, “I was really struck by 
the variety of bird species out there. I 
thought it would be a good bird sanctuary.”
Hauk contacted the Chapter office and 
offered to donate the property to the Con­
servancy. An in-depth ecological study 
revealed no rare or endangered species or 
habitats; simply a wetland ecosystem 
worthy of protection and careful manage­
ment.
The department has sought acquisition 
of Hurd’s Pond and its surrounding wet­
lands since the 1950s. The presence of 
great blue herons, bitterns, osprey, and 
many kinds of waterfowl, including teals, 
ringnecks, and wood ducks — and the po­
tential for attracting more — sparked the 
department’s desire to acquire the property 
for a wildlife management area.
The Hauks were amenable to the sug­
gestion of a state-managed wildlife area 
but wanted to insure that the property 
always remained wild. The Conservancy 
therefore agreed to act as middleman in 
the exchange, and will transfer the prop­
erty to IF&W with conservation restric­
tions and provisions for continued moni­
toring by TNC. In this way the long-term 
protection of the wetland is assured by the 
Conservancy while a more appropriate 
agency cares for the property on a day-to- 
day basis.
H eritage and research
Until recently, IF&W focused its at­
tention solely on enhancement of game 
species. Now, with the addition of the Non­
game Program, it has broadened its inter­
ests to include 500 species of wildlife that 
are not hunted or fished. A major objective 
of the Nongame Program is to determine 
the number and location of these animals 
and their habitats, especially if rare or en­
dangered. IF&W will use information 
acquired in this effort to develop pro­
tection priorities and management plans 
for Maine’s nongame wildlife.
The Maine Chapter, through its Her­
itage Program, has begun and will con­
tinue to participate in this research and 
planning process.
The Maine Chapter and IF&W now
share a common interest: the identifica­
tion and protection of rare animals and 
unique habitats. One result of this shared 
interest is the Maine Amphibian and Rep­
tile Atlas Project (MARAP).
MARAP is a volunteer project designed 
to collect much-needed information on rep­
tiles and amphibians (jointly referred to 
as herpetiles), and is a collaborative effort 
of IF&W, TNC, Maine Audubon, and the 
Wildlife Department of the University of 
Maine at Orono. IF&W will be providing 
assistance in analyzing herpetile data and 
allocating funds to support the atlas 
project.
Seabirds and stew ard sh ip
IF&W assists in stewardship of TNC 
properties in several important ways. It 
conducts aerial surveys and ground cen­
suses of great blue heron, common eider, 
cormorant, and gull populations on a 
number of Conservancy-owned islands. 
Its enforcement officers check on Conser­
vancy preserves in the course of their 
duties. In fact, the department and TNC 
recently signed a memorandum of agree­
ment which authorizes IF&W to enforce 
the Chapter’s “no trespassing during nest­
ing season” prohibition on The Brothers 
and Hay Ledges and nearby Gunning 
Rocks, located off Port Clyde.
The Maine Department of Inland Fish­
eries and Wildlife is but one of many or­
ganizations which work with the Maine 
Chapter. The Chapter has acquired land 
on behalf of the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the White Mountain 
National Forest, Acadia National Park, 
and various local groups. It also makes 
frequent use of research conducted by 
scientists associated with the University 
of Maine system, the Maine State Plan­
ning Office’s Critical Areas Program, and 
many other institutions. With the capable 
assistance of these partners, TNC can con­
tinue to expand and effectively fulfill its 
obligations to identify and preserve 
Maine’s finest lands and rarest species.
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New lands
Six new parcels came under Conser­
vancy protection during the last two 
months of 1984. Three parcels are addi­
tions to existing preserves and will 
further protect those sanctuaries’ special 
features. Two others were acquired on 
behalf of other agencies and will be trans­
ferred with conservation restrictions. 
The sixth, Rocky Island, represents the 
Conservancy’s first preserve on the St. 
John River.
Rocky Island, St. Francis
Few regions in New England can com­
pare in ecological significance to the St. 
John River Valley in northern Maine. 
Here, a special combination of climate, 
soils and the river has created an environ­
ment unlike any other in the world. More 
than a dozen types of rare and endangered 
plants flourish in the valley. Several grow 
nowhere else in the country.
After several years of work identifying
As we at the Maine Chapter expand our 
efforts and try to respond to the ever-in­
creasing pressure for changes in Maine’s 
coastal and inland landscape, it is clear 
that we must work even more closely with 
other groups when our interests overlap.
Groups such as the Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 
and the Maine Coast Heritage Trust are 
vitally interested in land protection in 
Maine and are key partners with the 
Maine Chapter. Maine Audubon, National 
Audubon, the Natural Resources Council 
of Maine, the Maine Bureau of Parks and 
Recreation, and a wide variety of local 
land trusts have also been occasional 
partners with the Chapter.
Each agency has its strengths and weak­
nesses, and each brings its own special 
perspectives and concerns to the issues of 
land protection in Maine,.
The goal of the Conservancy is to dis­
cover who is best able to protect land over 
the long term. The key question is what is 
best for the land. After all, The Nature 
Conservancy exists solely to protect the 
flora and fauna which are found on these 
lands.
In fact, the Maine Chapter continues to 
hold 65 percent of all the land it has ac-
Netv England violet, Viola novae-angliae
the valley’s most important sites, the 
Chapter acquired Rocky Island Preserve 
in December. This small island is located 
at the junction of the St.John and St. Fran­
cis rivers. It was donated to the Conser­
vancy by Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Pelletier 
of St. Francis.
Though only 1.75 acres, the island sup­
ports significant populations of three na- 
tionally-rare plants: St. Johns oxytrope 
(Oxytropis campestris var. Johannensis), 
cut-leaved anemone (Anemone multifida), 
and New England violet ( Viola novae- 
angliae).
The Chapter is grateful to the Pelletiers
quired. However, in circumstances where 
there proves to be a more appropriate stew­
ard, we are happy toconsider transferring 
the land, subject to use restrictions and 
monitoring agreements which ensure that 
the land remains forever unspoiled.
We also find that in certain cases, like 
Great Duck Island, we are much better 
working together than working alone.
In this instance the Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is buying 
a partial interest in Great Duck Island 
and then giving us back a management 
lease for$l per year. The department will 
also help in the management of the 35,000 
to 40,000 birds living on the island.
This is a great help in our effort to raise 
$475,000 for the island, in addition to 
making sure that we have their help in 
long-term management. It also encour­
ages and makes good use of the depart­
ment’s new nongame species program.
In short, The Nature Conservancy sets 
its own land protection agenda, but we 
also recognize that it is a very big job and 
one which we cannot do alone. Our con­
cern is saving Maine’s most important nat­
ural areas, not who finally holds the deed. 
By working with our partners in conserva­
tion, we are able to protect even more of 
Maine’s best natural lands.
for this generous gift, which will help 
guarantee the island’s permanent protection.
Larrabee H eath, M achiasport
The Chapter has acquired 90 acres as 
an addition to the growing Larrabee 
Heath Preserve in Machiasport. The 
property was received from Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Earl of Fort Myers, Florida. They 
donated one tract and sold several others 
to the Chapter.
The Larrabee Heath Preserve was estab- 
lished as part of the Islands of Life 
campaign and is dedicated to the memory 
of John Mead Howells.
Long Island, Lubec
The fifth in a series of six gifts trans­
ferring Long Island in Cobscook Bay to 
the Conservancy was received from Robert 
Rimoldi at year-end.
The Cobscook Bay area boasts the 
highest concentration of bald eagles in the 
state. Long Island is an important roost­
ing site for these eagles.
B utler P reserve , K ennebunk
Mr. and Mrs. G. Robert Butler and Miss 
Dorothy Jane Butler have made an addi­
tional gift toward the 12-acre Butler 
Preserve in Kennebunk. The preserve, 
established in 1972, protects over one-half 
mile of frontage along the Kennebunk 
River.
Bob Butler is currently chairman of the 
Maine Chapter.
Hurd’s Pond
Approximately 100 acres of prime fresh­
water wetlands surrounding Hurd’s Pond 
near Belfast will soon be established as a 
wildlife management area. For a detailed 
account of this cooperative effort between 
the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife and the Maine Chapter, please 
turn to the article “Partners in Conserva­
tion” on page one.
R achel Carson R efuge addition, 
K ennebunk
A gift of 34 acres bordering the Rachel 
Carson National Wildlife Refuge in Kenne­
bunk was accepted by the Chapter from 
Mrs. Brewster Sewall, a longtime sup­
porter of the Conservancy.
Most of the acreage is within the proposed 
boundaries of the refuge, which is owned 
and managed by the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service. The Conservancy 
will transfer this acreage to the refuge soon.
The remaining 6 -acre lot is already 
partially developed and therefore is not 
suitable for either a refuge addition or 
TNC preserve; it will be sold, subject to re­
strictions, as a trade land.
the director’s corner
by John W. Jensen, executive director
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The old nickel mine cuts into the shoul- 
der of the mountain just a quick, steep 
hike up through the snow from the road. 
Calling it a nickel mine isn’t right, though; 
nickel prospect is more accurate. Miners 
blasted their way about 75 feet into the 
mountain searching for ore before they 
quit. All we find today are timbers rotting 
on the wet floor of the mine.
And bats. The bats come here in the 
winter to hibernate.
Eight species of bats flutter through the 
Maine dusk, eating millions of insects each 
summer. When winter comes, three spe­
cies, the “tree bats,” fly south for the win­
ter. The other five species stay here and hi­
bernate. The question for the Heritage 
Program is: “Where is here?”
The species that remain through the 
winter require suitable places to hiber­
nate, called hibernacula. Hibernacula can 
be caves, mines or buildings. Because bats 
typically return to the same hibernacula 
each winter, problems can arise if they 
choose a spot that is also inhabited by hu­
mans. Manmade sites may not always be 
available and can even be unsafe for bats, 
so it is important that the animals have 
access to natural hibernacula where they 
can winter without interruption.
Maine has few, if any, natural caves 
and relatively few mines (we now know of 
only three) that are suitable. Identifying 
natural hibernacula will enable us to 
learn more about the wintering habits and 
habitats of bats, as well as the relative 
numbers of each species that winter in 
Maine.
To help us find the facts, and to debunk 
the myths about bats, we rely on people 
like Bob Martin.
Bob is a professor of mammology at the 
University of Maine at Farmington. When 
he isn’t lecturing in Maine, he trudges 
through South American jungles on Nation­
al Geographic scientific expeditions. He 
has helped describe many species of 
animals brand-new to science. (He also 
has the rather dubious honor of having a 
parasitic worm named after him.)
Bob is also an internationally-known ex­
pert on bats. Because of Bob’s knowledge, 
and his willingness to spend time in the 
field, we are beginning to learn about 
Maine’s bats and how we can ensure the 
safety of these interesting and beneficial 
animals.
But we must also thank many others, 
from the Maine Geologic Survey to gem
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store owners to private citizens who have 
helped in our work. It is important for the 
Heritage Program to work with profession­
als and amateurs with diverse interests if 
we are going to succeed in expanding our 
knowledge of little-known, but important, 
elements of Maine’s natural heritage.
Amy Osterbrock, data manager and 
botanist for the Heritage Program, 
works at mapping newly-located rare 
plants.
N ew  Data M anager
Amy Osterbrock joined the Heritage 
Program in January as Data Manager- 
Botanist.
Amy received her Masters Degree in 
Botany from the University of Cincinnati. 
She studied the mosses, liverworts and 
hornworts of the Edge of Appalachia 
Preserve, a system of Nature Conser­
vancy projects in eastern Ohio.
After graduation, Amy worked with the 
Ohio Nature Conservancy’s Stewardship 
Program.
We look forward to Amy’s contribu­
tions in managing the Heritage Program’s 
data base. Please welcome her to Maine.
Cathy Owen, Amy’s predecessor, has 
chosen to leave Maine to work with the 
International Crane Foundation, then to 
begin graduate studies in ecology at the 
University of California, Davis.
A wild
ideacomes
true
In 1984, the Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife introduced its new 
Endangered and Nongame Wildlife Proj­
ect. The project is made possible by the 
“Chickadee Checkoff” of Maine’s State 
Income Tax form. The checkoff asks for 
voluntary contributions to the state’s new 
Endangered and Nongame Wildlife Fund.
An example of the type of work done by 
the Nongame Project is the restoration of 
the peregrine falcon as a nesting bird in 
Maine. These falcons, known for their 
high-speed flight and aerial acrobatics, 
were part of Maine’s native bird life until 
the 1960s. The eastern race of this spe­
cies, which accounted for all birds east of 
the Mississippi, then was lost due to 
heavy pesticide contamination.
Now, for the first time in nearly 30 
years, peregrine falcons are again in the 
wild in Maine. This past summer, nine­
teen young chicks were successfully raised 
in artificial nests and then released to 
fend for themselves. It is hoped that these 
birds will soon be able to produce young of 
their own.
The project’s chicks are from a captive 
breeding program and are products of 
crossbreeding peregrine subspecies from 
throughout the world. Additional releases 
are planned for the next three years. If all 
goes well, the goal of re-establishing ten 
breeding pairs in Maine should be reached.
Although involved with 500 species of 
nongame wildlife, the Nongame Project 
will be placing its highest commitment 
towards the rarest, most unique, and 
most endangered or threatened species in 
Maine. As the preservation of rare and 
threatened species is the principal goal of 
The Nature Conservancy, this program is 
a welcome partner and promises to com­
plement the work of the Maine Chapter. 
With both groups working together in pur­
suit of a common goal, the complex issues 
confronting Maine’s nongame wildlife 
may yet be resolved.
Don’t forget to check the checkoff on your 
Maine tax return this April. Simply enter 
your contribution on the appropriate line 
and add it to your tax payment. Your dona­
tion can be deducted from next year’s taxes.
heritage
by John Albright, heritage program director
stewardship
by Barbara S. Vickery, stewardship director
W e’re planning ahead
While there is little (human) activity on 
the preserves during this season, there is 
plenty going on at the Chapter office to 
prepare for the coming summer.
The date for the fourth annual Steward­
ship Workshop is Saturday, May 4th. 
This year’s workshop will be held at the 
College of the Atlantic on Mount Desert 
Island. Plans are being made for partici­
patory workshops on topics such as legal 
and biological monitoring; fund raising 
for stewardship needs; and techniques for 
preventing misuse. There will also be 
opportunities to broaden and sharpen our 
natural history in terests and skills 
through workshop presentations on co­
lonial nesting seabirds of Frenchman Bay 
and afternoon field trips to Indian Point- 
Blagden and Ketterlinus Preserves, Wild 
Gardens of Acadia, and the wonderful 
exhibits and the COA Natural History 
Museum. Early May is a great time for 
spring migrants, flowers and (of course) 
salamanders, so please plan to join us fora 
fun and informative day.
Check this date!
Annual Meeting: July 27th at the Hyde 
School in Bath. Events planned include: a 
hike to Morse Mountain-Seawall Beach; 
boat trips on Casco Bay and the Kennebec 
River; and an Open House at the Chapter 
office in Brunswick.
P reserve brochures
The four preserve brochures completed 
in 1984 received great reviews. The bro­
chures for Damariscove Island, Douglas 
Mountain, the Hermitage, and Salt Pond 
preserves are available in registration 
boxes at the preserves and in the Chapter 
office. Additional brochures are planned
for two other preserves where informa­
tion for visitors would be especially help­
ful — Great Wass Island and Step Falls. 
The Great Wass Island brochure, de­
signed by 1984 intern Cathy Owen, is all 
ready to go to press. A Bowdoin student 
handy with both pen and camera has volun­
teered to draft the Step Falls brochure, 
long awaited by the local stewardship com­
mittee. However, each of these brochures 
costs an average of $600 to produce and 
print. A generous $500 donation from 
Carrol and Wilma Voss to the Julia Anna 
Voss Memorial Fund defrayed the expen­
ses of the Salt Pond brochure. Donations 
are needed to make printing of the Great 
Wass and Step Falls brochures possible.
D am ariscove Island
The old fisherman’s cabin on Damaris­
cove Island that has served as home to the 
island’s caretaker interns for many sum­
mers is in serious disrepair. Its 50-year- 
old beaverboard walls are easy prey to 
winter storms and hungry rats, and water 
coming through the holes over the years 
has rotted the frame. After a careful 
assessment of the cabin’s condition last 
August, the Damariscove stewardship 
committee recommended the cabin be re­
built if resources could be found. Thanks 
to a generous contribution from trustee 
Robert Stewart, we can now purchase the 
necessary building materials. However, 
we still need help with design, trans­
portation of materials to the island, and 
construction labor if the building is to be 
ready for use by mid-June. If you might be 
able to help, please contact Barbara 
Vickery at the Chapter office.
1 9 8 5  su m m e r  in te r n s h ip s  
a n n o u n c e d
The Maine Chapter continues its tradi­
tion of employing natural history interns. 
Over the years, interns have made signifi­
cant contributions to the Chapter’s work 
of selecting, designing, inventorying and 
managing preserves. For their part, interns 
have gained valuable, often unique, exper­
ience in the conservation field.
General qualifications include: natural 
sciences background; familiarity with 
Maine’s ecologically-concerned institu­
tions and natural features; ability to work 
independently and with a variety of people; 
and possession of one’s own transportation.
This year’s positions include:
1. Damariscove Island caretaker 
naturalists — Two part-time positions 
from June 3 to September 6;
2. S tew ardship assistan t — Full­
time from June 3 to August 30;
3. Land protection assis tan t — from 
June 3 to August 30.
These positions are supported by the 
Richard Saltonstall,Jr. Memorial Student 
Internship Endowment Fund. The income 
from this fund is dedicated to the support 
of Maine Chapter internships, both to en­
hance the Chapter’s ability to care for and 
manage its preserves and to provide some 
practical and educational experience for 
the interns. The Memorial Fund was 
established in honor of Richard Salton­
stall, Jr., longtime friend and supporter of 
The Nature Conservancy and former Vice- 
Chairman of the Maine Chapter Board.
We are delighted that Sally Biggar, the 
1984 Douglas Mountain caretaker, has 
agreed to return in that position for the 
summer of 1985.
More detailed information about these 
positions is available from the Chapter 
office (20 Federal Street, Brunswick, 
Maine 04011. Phone: 729-5181). Deadline 
for applications is March 20, 1985. 
TNC is an equal opportunity employer.
Name
Address
Please
jo in
us.
□ YES, I want to help save Maine’s distinctive natural heritage. Enroll me 
as a member of The Nature Conservancy’s Maine Chapter.
□  Please renew my membership.
□ $1,000 Life (one-time) □ $50 Supporting □ $15 Family
□ $100 Acorn □ $25 Contributing □ $10 Subscribing
City State Zip
□ Please send me a listing of Maine Chapter preserves.
Please make your checks payable to: The Nature Conservancy, Maine 
Chapter, and mail to 20 Federal Street, Brunswick, Maine 04011. For more 
information please call (207) 729-5181.
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Great
Duck
Island:
CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
Thanks to the generosity of several 
loyal Chapter supporters who have made 
exceptional leadership gifts toward this 
particular project, over 80 percent of the 
funds needed to acquire and permanently 
protect Great Duck Island have been 
received as of this writing.
Major lead gifts are crucial to the suc­
cess of any campaign of this magnitude, 
and we most gratefully acknowledge the 
strong, early commitment of these indi­
viduals toward protection of Great Duck 
Island. Without their timely support, the 
island’s future might still be threatened 
today.
Though well on its way, the effort is not 
yet complete. With nearly $84,000 left to 
raise, the campaign goal of $475,000 still 
presents a formidable challenge. Hun­
dreds of Chapter members have already 
helped out by “ purchasing” Leach’s 
storm petrel burrows for themselves or as 
gifts for friends. Each contribution of $30 
or more is acknowledged with an official 
calligraphic deed to one or more petrel bur­
rows on Great Duck, and nonmembers 
receiving a gift deed will automatically 
become members of the Chapter as well.
Please use the coupon on this page to 
help us save Great Duck Island — home to 
25 percent of Maine’s nesting seabirds.
INSIDE:
• Partners in conservation
• The “Chickadee Checkoff”
• Bats
• Important stewardship dates 
and internship announcements
Dear Nature Conservancy,
Dec. 25, 1984
The Nature Conservancy 
20 Federal Street 
Brunswick, ME 04011
Enclosed is our application for two bur­
rows on Great Duck Island. The title for 
one should be in my name Olcott Gates 
and the other in my wife’s name Jane H. 
Gates. Since we have lived together more 
or less amicably for 43 years, we would 
like to have adjacent burrows. Also, our 
children have all grown up and found 
their own housing, so our burrows need 
not be large (and probably drafty) ones. 
We are avid cruising sailors and thus 
would prefer two burrows with nice views 
of the open ocean. On the other (hand) be­
cause sea level world wide is rising at the 
rate of about 8 inches per century, we 
must insist that our burrows be well above 
high tide mark.
Sincerely, 
Olcott Gates
Jane and Olcott Gates check out the loca­
tion of their two newly-acquired burrows.
The Maine Chapter has received this let­
ter and hundreds of others from enthusias­
tic prospective burrow owners. Burrow 
purchasers seem quite pleased with their 
new acquisitions. Commented Olcott 
Gates, “It’s the first time I’ve ever bought 
property and gotten exactly what I wanted.”
B U Y  A  B U R R O W !
Although selling briskly, many storm petrel burrows are still available on 
Great Duck Island. Each burrow comes fully furnished with all the comforts of 
a storm petrel home and most command a striking view of the Atlantic Ocean.
Your tax-deductible contribution of $30 or more will help the Conservancy 
save Maine’s most important seabird nesting island, and will be acknowledged 
with an official deed (subject only to a life estate for the resident birds and their 
heirs).
□  Sounds good to me! Where else can you buy prime oceanfront homes for $30?
Enclosed is________ to purchase________ burrows.
Please send my deed(s) to:
Name____________________________________________________ .— —
Address
Please use an additional sheet to order gift deeds for friends. Be sure to include their 
full names and addresses.
(All contributions are tax-deductible.)
Please include your mailing label with the coupon. Thank you.
MAINE CHAPTER 
20 Federal Street 
Brunswick, ME 04011
Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
The Nature Conservancy 
Maine Chapter
Address correction 
requested.
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